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INTRODUCTION 

The first information on spiders occurring in the contemporary territory of Poland was 

published by Gabriel Rzączyński (1721, 1745), who listed several species of these arthropods. 

Unfortunately, the records by Rzączyński cannot be assigned to presently used species names. 

Further information was provided by Jan Krzysztof Kluk (1780), who listed about 50 species, 

but without providing any precise locations. He is also the author of several dozen Polish names 

of spiders still in use today. Only a few publications appeared throughout the first half of the 

19th century, e.g. Weigel (1806), Jarocki (1825), Menge (1843), Seidel (1848, 1849). The 

development of arachnological research took place in the second half of the 19th century (Fig. 

1) with the appearance of a number of works by Menge (1850, 1866, 1868, 1869), Taczanowski 

(1866, 1867), Nowicki (1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1874), Fickert (1874a, 1874b, 1875a, 1875b, 

1876), Kulczyński (1872, 1876, 1881, 1882a, 1882b, 1884, 1890) and many other authors. A 

cycle of works by Menge [1808–1880] from the years 1868–1879 under the common title 

‘Preussische Spinnen’ should be highlighted here. This publication includes a key to the 

identification of spiders, with descriptions and diagnostic drawings as well as information on the 

occurrence of the listed species in northern territory of contemporary Poland. A similar most 

significant contribution to the knowledge of the araneofauna of Poland, especially of the Tatra 

and some other Carpathian mountain ranges, was written by Władysław Kulczyński [1854–

1919], one of the world's most prominent arachnologists. His interests were not only limited to 

Poland or Europe, but also concerned the spiders of such remote areas as Indonesia or 

Kamchatka. In numerous publications published in the second half of 19th century, apart from 

strictly faunistic issues, there also appeared studies on geographical distribution (Kulczyński 

1881), descriptions of new species (e.g. Taczanowski (1867), Menge (1869, 1871, 1872), Fickert 

(1876), Kulczyński (1882a, 1884), or teratology (Kulczyński 1885). In the first half of the 20th 

century studies on araneofauna were continued to a small extent, mainly by German 

arachnologists, e.g. Dahl (1901a, 1901b, 1903a 1903b, 1908), or Hesse (1936, 1937, 1938). Both 

World War I and World War II caused a significant decline in research activity and publications 

(Fig. 1). It was not until the 1960s and the 1970s that research on Polish spiders was revived with 

the appearance of a new generation of arachnologists, e.g. Alicja Breymeyer, Marian Czajka, 

Anna Kajak, Izabela Mikulska, Jadwiga Łuczak, Stanisław Pilawski, Jerzy Prószyński, Wojciech 

Staręga, Marek Woźny, and many others, who in their numerous publications significantly 
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broadened the knowledge on this group of arthropods in Poland (Fig. 1). The research on spiders 

are continued in the 21st century thanks to publications of the next generation of arachnologists 

(e.g. Agnieszka Babczyńska, Izabela Hajdamowicz, Maria Oleszczuk, Robert Rozwałka, Justyna 

Rybak, Marzena Stańska, Wioletta Wawer, Konrad Wiśniewski) (Fig. 1). Apart from native 

authors, information on spider species occurring in Poland was also provided by foreign authors, 

who were conducting research in Poland or working on specimens in Polish museum collections. 

Due to the large number of publications, often their local character, consequently poor 

availability, preparation of a comprehensive literature list for faunistic data is not easy or 

straightforward. An invaluable auxiliary role played the catalogues by Prószynski and Staręga 

(1971) and Staręga (1983), which contain lists of literature dating from the 18th century, up to 

the time of their publication. However, some publications were omitted in these catalogues; 

moreover, almost 40 years have passed since the publication of Staręga (1983), during which 

time there has been a significant increase in the number of publications on spiders in the Polish 

fauna (Fig. 1). Some of these publications appeared in various journals that often no longer exist, 

and are difficult to find even in the on-line databases of various libraries. The presented list of 

faunistic literature on spiders from Poland will facilitate access to data to a wider range of 

arachnologists, whose research would be incomplete without historical data. 
 

 
Figure 1. Number of published articles on spider fauna of Poland.  

METHODS 

The presented literature review covers only publications devoted to spiders contemporary 

territory of Poland containing faunistic data of both national and foreign authors. Apart from 

faunistic works, it also includes studies on ecology, ecotoxicology, physiology, reproductive 

biology, genetics, systematics, etc., which used material (e.g. specimens) collected in the Polish 

territory. The list includes scientific publications in journals, monographs and chapters in 

monographs, conference proceedings and conference abstracts. The presented list, however, does 

not include publications of clearly secondary characters, containing no original data, providing 

data of a high level of generality (e.g. ‘Poland’) or containing only supra-species data. The 

literature list does not include master's or doctoral theses, inventory research reports, manuscripts 

or popular science publications. 
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RECAPITULATION 

The presented list includes 1,089 publications containing all published faunistic information 

on spiders occurring in Poland (as of the end of 2020). It enables orientation in the faunist 

literature concerning spiders in Poland and the work of individual authors as well as the 

localisation of bibliographic addresses of many less known or even forgotten publications. The 

full knowledge on literature is indispensable for researchers beginning their studies of the 

araneofauna concerning the distribution, habitat preferences, phenology etc. In the Catalogue of 

the Fauna of Poland (Prószyński & Staręga 1971), the attached faunistic bibliography relating to 

Poland numbered about 270 items. The Critical List of the Spiders of Poland (Staręga 1983) was 

supplemented by an additional ca. 160 publications from the years 1970–1983 or by those that 

were omitted in the study by Prószyński and Staręga (1971), which gave a total of ca. 430 items. 

Thus, the presented list of 1084 publications shows that since the last summary study (Staręga 

1983), the bibliographic data on Polish araneofauna have been significantly enriched with over 

650 publications. 
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STRESZCZENIE 

[Wykaz bibliografii faunistycznej dotyczącej pająków (Araneae) Polski] 

Sporządzono wykaz publikacji zawierających informacje o pająkach (Araneae) 

występujących na terenie współczesnej Polski, które ukazały się od XVIII wieku do końca 2020 

roku. Zestawienie obejmuje listę 1089 pozycji, na które składają się publikacje naukowe, 

monografie i rozdziały w monografiach, materiały konferencyjne i abstrakty zjazdowe. Oprócz 

publikacji o charakterze stricte faunistycznym, uwzględniono w nim również opracowania 

dotyczące np. biologii, ekologii, fizjologii, czy ekotoksykologii, jeśli tylko zawierały dane 

szczebla gatunkowego i odniesienia wskazujące, że materiał pochodził z terenu Polski. 
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