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D e r m e s tid a e  ( C o le o p te ra ) collected in Bulgaria by members 
of the staff of the Zoological Institute of the Polish Academy 

of Sciences in the years 1950 and 1956

[W ith  2 text-figures]

The m ateria l repo rted  fu rth e r below was collected in  the course 
of tw o zoological trip s to  B ulgaria organized by  the  Zoological 
In s titu te  of the  Polish A cadem y of Sciences. In  the f irs t trip  took  
p a r t A. G o l j a n ,  M. M r o c z k o w s k i and A. R i e d e l  and  zoological 
m ateria l was collected in  A ugust and Septem ber, 1950. D uring the  
second trip  zoological m ateria l was collected in May and Ju n e , 
1956, by R. B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n .  In  the  course of bo th  tr ip s  
more th a n  30 000 specimens, chiefly of Coleoptera and  molluscs, 
were collected. The m ateria l was taken  a t  a few scores of localities 
in Bulgaria. The field  w ork on bo th  occasions was p lanned  in 
such a w ay as to  include the  greatest possible varie ty  o f h ab ita ts .

The Dermestidae of the  m ateria l referred to  are quite  in teresting . 
One of th e  species, Anthrenus munroi H i n t . ,  has no t been reported  
hereto from  the  B alkan Peninsula. The species, described re la tively  
recently , was know n h ith erto  from  the  southern  coasts of F rance,
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2 M. Mroczkowski 2

from  Corsica, Algeria, Palestine and  Syria. The B ulgarian finds 
m ake it probable th a t  it  is d istribu ted  over the entire M editer
ranean  area. Several species, a lthough know n from  the  B alcan 
Peninsula, have no t ye t been repo rted  from  B ulgaria; such are: 
Anthrenus p im pinellae mroczkowskii K a l . ,  A . scrophulariae var. 
gravidus K u s t . ,  A . scrophulariae var. senex K r a a t z ,  A . signatus 
E r . ,  A . verbasci ab. nitidulus  K u s t .  and A . polonicus M r o c z k . 
The B ulgarian finds of these species ex tend  our knowledge of their 
d istribu tion . M oreover, the  Dermestidae collected include also a spe
cimen of a new v arie ty  Anthrenus signatus ab. bielawskii nov 
w hich differs in a very  strik ing  w ay from  the typical form.

Dermestes fr isch i K u g e l a n n ,  1792

Popovo, 9 V III  1950, 14 specim ens on a carcass of Pica pi.ca(L.) 
leg. A. R i e d e l  and  M. M r o c z k o w s k i;  D ikili-T ai near V arna 
13 V III  1950, 9 specim ens on a carcass of Canis fam ilia ris  L., 
leg. A. R i e d e l  and M. M r o c z k o w s k i ; Sgorigrad near V raca, 
29 V III  1950, 1 specim en leg. A. G o l j a n ;  D im itrovgrad , 7 IX  1950, 
2 specim ens leg. A. G o l j a n ;  H askovo, 8 IX  1950, 5 specimens 
leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i and  1 specimen leg. A. G o l j a n ;  H askovo, 
9 IX  1950, 1 specim en on a carcass o f Ovis aries L. leg. M. M r o c z 
k o w s k i;  N eseber, 5 VI 1956, 4 specim ens on a carcass of Larus 
L. sp. leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n ;  Burgas, 3 V I 1956, 1 spe
cim en on a carcass o f D elphinus  L. sp. leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and 
A. G o l j a n .

The species is very  w idely d is tr ib u ted : th e  entire H olarctic  
Region, E a s t Africa, M adagascar. Most o f the  specimens collected 
in B ulgaria represen t various in term edia te  form s leading to  the  
v arie ty  uniform is R e y . In  some o f the  specimens the e ly tra  are 
brow n instead  of b lack. Possibly, the  p igm enta tion  is not com pleted 
in these specim ens though  th e ir  e ly tra  are as hardened as in the  
specim ens w ith  b lack ely tra .

Dermestes fr isch i ab. uniform is R e y , 1889

Popovo, 9 V III  1950, 2 specim ens on a carcass of Pica pica  (L.), 
leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i;  D ikili-Tas near V arna, 13 \  I I I  1950, 1 
specimen on a carcass of Canis fam ilia ris  I.., leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i.
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3 lJermestidue collected in Bulgaria 3

Dermestes kaszabi K a l ik ,  1950

Popovo, 9 V III  1950, 50 specim ens on a carcass of Pica pica  
(L .), leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i and A. R ie d e l ;  V elingrad, 20—24 
IX  1950, 3 specim ens leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i and A. R ie d e l ;  Lepe- 
n ica near V elingrad, 24 IX  1950, 2 specimens leg. A. R i e d e l ;  
H askovo, 9 IX  1950, on a carcass of Ovis aries L ., 1 specimen 
leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i.

This recently  described species ( K a l ik ,  1950, p. 65), known 
from  the en tire Balkan Peninsula and  from  Crimea, was reported  
also from  VitoSa in B ulgaria ( K a l ik ,  1951, p. 44). Some of the 
localities ferred to  above were already published (M r o c z k o w s k i,  
1952, p . 26).

Dermestes intermedius K a l ik ,  1951

Popovo, 9 V III  1950, 36 specim ens on a carcass of Pica pica  
(L .), leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i and  A. R i e d e l .

This species, recently  described ( K a l ik ,  1951, p. 41), occurs 
in Czechoslovakia, in  H ungary , on the en tire B alkan Peninsula, 
in T urkey , Syria and  Ira q ; from  B ulgaria it  is know n from  V arna 
and  Burgas. The locality  m entioned above was already published 
(M r o c z k o w s k i ,  1952, p. 26).

Dermestes erichsoni G a n g lb a u e r ,  1904

Burgas, 3 V I 1956, 1 specim en on a carcass of Delphinus L. sp. 
leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n .

This species is know n South E urope, from  the Southern p a rt 
o f C entral E urope, and from  W est Asia.

Dermestes undulatus B r a h m , 1790

Popovo, 9 V III  1950, 33 specimens on a carcass of Pica pica  
(L .), leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i and A. R i e d e l ;  D ikili-Tas near V arna, 
13 V III  1950, on a carcass of Canis fam iliaris  L., 13 specimens 
leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i,  1 specimen leg. A. G o l j a n  and 1 specimen 
leg. A. R i e d e l ;  Velingrad-Cepino, 20 IX  1950, 1 specim en leg. 
A. R ie d e l ;  H askovo, 9 IX  1950, on a carcass of Ovis aries L., 
4 specim ens leg. M. M r o c z k o w s k i,  1 specimen leg. A. R i e d e l .

A widely d is trib u ted  species, likely to  occur in the  entire H olarctic  
Region.
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Attagenus megatoma ( F a b r ic iu s ,  1798)

Sofia, 28 V 1956, 1 specim en on a flow er of Spiraea  L. sp., leg. 
R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n .

A cosm opolitan , synan th rop ic  species.

Ctesias serra ( F a b r ic iu s ,  1792)

B atova n ear V arna, 4 larvae under the  b a rk  o f a tree , 17 V III 
1950, leg . M. M r o c z k o w s k i.

Occurs all over E urope and in Siberia.

Anthrenus p im pinellae  F a b r ic iu s ,  1775

Sofia, 28 V 1956, 1 specim en on a flow er of Spiraea  L. sp., leg. 
R . B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n ;  V arna, 6 V I 1956, 2 specimens 
on a flow er of Spiraea  L. sp ., leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n ;  
R azdelna n ear V arna, 9 V I 1956, 2 specim ens leg. R . B ie l a w s k i  
and A. G o l j a n ;  Balćik, 10 V I 1956, 1 specim en and  11 V I 1956, 
11 specim ens on flowers of Spiraea  L. sp., leg. R . B ie l a w s k i  and 
A. G o l j a n .

An alm ost cosm opolitan species.

Anthrenus p im pinellae mroczkotvskii K a l i k ,  1954

B ansko, 900 m above sea level, 19 V I 1956, 1 specim en leg, 
R. B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n .

H ith e rto , th is  geographical race has no t been reported  from  
B ulgaria. D escribed as a v a rie ty  from  Greece ( K a l i k ,  1954, p . 369), 
from  th e  O lym pus. The m ontane locality  in  Greece as well as the  
p resen tly  m ontane locality  in  B ulgaria seem  to  suggest th a t  i t  is 
a m ontane, geographical B alkan  race of the  very  w idely d is trib u ted  
A . p im pinellae  F a b r .

A nthrenus m unroi H i n t o n ,  1943

N eseber, 5 VI 1956, 1 specim en on a flow er of Spiraea L. sp., 
leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n .

H ereto , th e  species has n o t been repo rted  from  the B alkan 
P eninsida. D escribed from  France  (P o rt V endres, Pyrenees O rien
tates), Corsica (Ajaccio), and  A lgeria ( H in t o n ,  1943 , p. 14), it
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was subsequently  reported  from  Palestine and Syria (M r o c z k o w s k i,  
1952, p. 27). I ts  discovery on th e  B alkan Peninsula seems to  indicate 
th a t  i t  occurs all over th e  M editerranean Region.

Antlirenus scrophulariae (L in n a e u s ,  1758)

Sofia, 28 Y 1956, 12 specimens on flowers of Spiraea  L. sp., 
leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  K erc ź di, 29 Y 1956, 1 spe
cim en leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  V arna, 6 VI 1956, 1 spe
cim en on a flow er of Spiraea  L. sp., leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l
j a n ;  Sv. K o n stan tin  near V arna, 8 VI 1956, 3 specimens leg. 
R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  R azdelna near V arna, 9 V I 1956, 
2 specim ens leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  Stara  P ianina, 
K lisura , 15 V I 1956, 1 specimen leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l
ja n .

An alm ost cosm opolitan species.

Anthrenus scrophulariae var. gravidus K u s t e r ,  1848

Sofia, 28 V 1956, 2 specim ens on flowers of Spiraea  L. sp., leg. 
R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n .

This v a rie ty  has no t been reported  from  Bulgaria. I t  may 
represen t a geographical race, since the  finds are restric ted  to the 
E aste rn  p a r t of the  M editerranean Region where i t  occurs, however, 
always toge ther w ith  the  typ ica l form  which is m uch less widely 
d is tribu ted .

Anthrenus scrophulariae var. senex K r a a t z ,  1858

Neseber, 5 V I 1956, 3 specimens on flowers of Spiraea  L. sp., 
leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  S v . K onstan tin  near V arna, 
8 V I 1956, 1 specim en leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  Balćik, 
11 V I 1956, 1 specim en on a flow er o f Spiraea  L. sp., leg. R. B i e 
l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  K erdźali, 29 V 1956, 1 specim en leg. 
R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o lj a n .

This v a rie ty  has no t been reported  from  B ulgaria. Like the 
preceding one, i t  m ay represen t a geographical race since i t  seems 
to  be restric ted  to  the  E aste rn  p a r t  of th e  M editerranean R e
gion.
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A nthrenus signatus E r i c h s o n , 1846

Balóik, 10 VI 1956, 1 specim en leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l -  

JAN.
This species oecurs in  A ustria , H ungary  and th e  entire B alkan 

Peninsu la , b u t has no t been repo rted  from  Bulgaria.

Anthrenus signatus ab. bielawskii nov.

H o lo type: Sv. K o n stan tin  near V arna, 8 V I 1956, leg. R . B i e 

l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n  (the  holotype is kep t in  the collection 
of th e  Zoological In s ti tu te  of th e  Polish A cadem y of Sciences 
a t W arszaw a).

Sides o f th e  p rono tum  broadly  covered w ith  dingy-yellow 
scales. The an te rio r b and  on th e  e ly tra  continuous, th e  m edial

1 2

Fig. 1. Anthrenus signatus E r . ,  typical coloration of the  dorsal side.
Fig. 2. Anthrenus signatus ab. bielatvskii nov ., coloration of the dorsal side.

b and  in te rru p te d , connected  along the  suture w ith  the no tab ly  
enlarged posterio r band . The differences betw een th e  typ ica l form  
and  ab. bielatvskii nov. are shown in figs. 1 and 2. I  take th e  lib e rty  
to  ded icate i t  to  m y colleague from  th e  Zoological In s titu te  of the  
Polish  A cadem y of Sciences, R yszard  B i e l a w s k i , specialist in  the  
Coccinellidae. •
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Dermnstidne collected in Bulgaria

Anthrenus verbasci ( L i n n a e u s , 1767)

V arna, ex larva , I I —I I I  1951, 27 specimens leg. et cu lt. M. 
M r o c z k o w s k i ; V arna, 6 V I 1956, 12 specimens on flowers of 
Spiraea  L. sp., leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n ; S v . K onstan tin  
near V arna, 8 VI 1956, 8 specimens on flowers of Achillea L. sp., 
leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; R azdelna near V arna, 9 VI 
1956, 10 specimens leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; Sofia, 
28 V 1956, 5 specimens on flowers o f Spiraea L. sp., leg. R . B i e 

l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; Kerdźali, 29 V 1956, 32 specimens leg. 
R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; K erdźali, 30 V 1956, 6 specimens 
leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; Nova Zagora, 2 V I 1956, 
1 specim en leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; Neseber, 5 V I 1956, 
1 specim en on a flow er of Spiraea  L. sp., leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  

and A. G o l j a n ; Haskovo, ex la rv a , I I I  1951, 3 specim ens leg. 
et cu lt. M. M r o c z k o w s k i ; Bal8ik, 11 VI 1956, 18 specim ens on 
flowers o f Spiraea  L. sp., 12 V I 1956, 19 specim ens leg. R . B i e 

l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n ; S ta ra  P ian ina, K lisura, 15 VI 1956, 4 spe
cim ens leg. R . B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; Sandanski, 20 V I 1956, 
10 specim ens on flowers of Samhucus L. sp., leg. R. B ie l a w s k i  

and  A. G o l j a n .

A cosm opolitan ąnd  synan th rop ic  species.

Anthrenus verbasci ab. confusus R e i t t f . r ,  1887

K erd ia li, 29  V 1956 , 1 specimen leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l 
j a n ;  Bal5ik, 11 VI 1956, 6 specimens on flowers of Spiraea L. sp., 
12 VI 1956, 1 specimen leg. R. B ie l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ;  San
danski, 20 V I 1956, 3 specimens on flowers of Sambucus L. sp., 
leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n .

Anthrenus verbasci ab. nebulosus R e i t t e r , 1887

Sofia, 28 V 1956, 1 specimen on a flower o f Spiraea L. sp., leg. 
II. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; Balóik, 11 V I 1956, 2 specimens 
on flowers of Spiraea  L. sp., 12 V I 1956, 2 specim ens leg. R . B i e 

l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n ; S tara  P ianina, K lisura, 15 VI 1956, 1 spe
cim en leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n .
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Anthrenus verbasci a b .  nitidulus  K u s t e r , 1847

S andanski, 20 V I 1956, 2 specim ens on flowers o f Sambucus L. 
sp., leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  e t A. G o l j a n .

H ith e rto  th is  v arie ty  has no t been reported  from  Bulgaria.

Anthrenus polonicus M r o c z k o w s k i , 1951

Sofia, 28 V 1956, 1 male on a flow er o f Spiraea L. sp., leg. R. 
B i e l a w s k i  and  A. G o l j a n ; R azdelna n ear V arna, 9 V I 1956, 
2 females leg. R. B i e l a w s k i  and A. G o l j a n .

H ith e rto  this species has no t been repo rted  from  B ulgaria; 
i t  has been recen tly  described (M r o c z k o w s k i , 1951, p. 253) after 
specim ens from  Po land  and th e  U krain ian  S.S.R. The B ulgarian 
specim ens do no t differ from  the  typ ica l ones. The B ulgarian finds 
ex tend  our knowledge of the  d is tribu tion  o f the  species.

L IT E R A T U R E  C IT E D

H in to n  H . E . 1943. D escription and figures o f a  new  Anthrenus (Col., D erm estidae).
E n t. M on. M ag., L ondon, 79, pp. 14 — 16, 3 ff.

K a l ik  VI. 1950. N eu e D erm estiden  aus der palaarktischen  Fauna. (3. B eitrag).
F olia  E n t. H u n g., B u d ap est, (s. n .), 3 , pp. 6 1 —66, 3 ff.

K a l ik  VI. 1951. N o tes  sur quelques especes et form es du genre Dermestes L.
F ol. E n t., B rno, 14, pp. 3 9 —46, 12 f f .,  1 m ap.

K a l ik  VI. 1954. N ew  and In terestin g  D erm estidae (Coleopte, a). A nn. Mag. N a t.
H ist ., L ondon, (12) 7, pp. 3 6 7 —370.

Mr o c z k o w sk i M. 1951-. A nthrenus (Helocerus) polonicus sp. n. from  C entral 
and E astern  Europe w ith  a description o f  a new  subgenus o f  Anthrenus 
G e o f f r . A nn. M us. Zool. P o l., W arszaw a, 14, pp. 253— 260, t. 35, 2 ff. 

Mr o g zk o w sk i M. 1952. C ontribution to the know ledge o f the D erm estidae  w ith  
description o f a new  species and a new  subspecies (C oleiptera). Ann. Mus. 
Zool. P o l., W arszawa, 15, pp . 2 5 —32, t. 4.

ST R E SZ C Z E N IE

N iniejsza p raca  je s t opracow aniem  m ateriałów  chrząszczy 
z rodziny Dermestidae zebranych  przez pracow ników  In s ty tu tu  
Zoologicznego Polskiej A kadem ii N auk w la tach  1950 i 1956 w B uł
garii. N ow ym  gatunkiem  dla półw yspu B ałkańskiego okazał się
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9 D erm estidae  collected in Bulgaria 9

Anthrenus munroi H i n t ., znany do te j pory  z F rancji, K orsyki, 
Algeru, P alestyny  i Syrii. Anthrenus pim pinellae mroczkowskii 
K a l ., A . scrophulariae var. gravidus K u s t ., A . scrophulariae var. 
senex K r a a t z , A . signatus E r ., A . verbasci ab. nińdulus  K u s t . 
i A . polonicus M r o c z k . nie b y ły  do te j pory  z Bułgarii wykazyw ane. 
P onad to  opisano nową odm ianę A nthrenus signatus ab. bielawskii 
nov., różniącą się znacznie deseniem  wierzchu ciała od form y ty p o 
wej.

PE3IOME

H acT oam afi p a S o ia  jjaeT pe3ynbTaTbi o6pa6oTKH MaTepnana 
myKOB ceMeiicTBa Dermestidae coópaHHoro coTpyuHUKaMH 3 o o -  
jiorH necKoro HHCTHTyia łlojibCKoił AitaneMHH H a y u  b B ap iu a-  
Be b 1950 h 1956 r. r. b BonrapHH. Hobmm burom  hjih Baji- 
KaHCKOro nonyoCTpoBa otcasaJiCH Anthrenus munroi H in t .,  
H3BeCTHbIH HO CHX IIOp H3 OpaHUHH, KopCHKH, AjIHIHpa, H a- 
JieCTHHbi H CupHii. Anthrenus p im pinellae mroczkowskii K a l . ,  
A . scrophulariae v a r .  gravidus K u s t . ,  A . scrophulariae v a r .  senex 
K r a a t z ,  A . signatus E r . ,  A . verbasci a b . nitidulus  K u s t .  h  A . 
polonicus M r o c z k .  He SbuiH ho c b x  nop  tiaxonHMbi b B on ra-  
pnH. KpoMe t o t o  aBTop onHCbiBaeT noByio pa3HOBHHHOCTb 
Anthrenus signatus a b . bielawskii nov. 3HaHHiejibHO OTJiHHaio- 
m yiocH pncyHKOM BepxHeft cTopoHbi Tejia o t  th h h h h o h  (jiopMbi.

R edaktor pracy -  d r Wł. Bazyluk

Państwowe W ydawnictwo Naukowe — W arszawa 1958 
N akład 1450 + 150 egz. Ark. wyd. 0,5. druk. 0,75. Papier ilustr. kl. I I I ,  80 g. B I Cena zł 6,—

N r zam. 45/58.
Wrocławska D rukarnia Naukowa
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