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INSTRUCTION TO AUTHORS

[Autorzy przygotowujący prace dla Acta Omithologica, proszeni są o porozumienie się z Reda­
kcją (M. Luniak, M. Nowakowska -  patrz Editor), która przekaże polską wersję instrukcji]

AC TA  ORNITHOLOGICA accepts for publication papers that have not been published (or are not subm itted for publication) 
elsew here. The total vo lu m e o f  m anuscript (including abstract, tables, illustrations, bib liography and sum m ary) sh ou ld  not 
exceed  30 pages. H ow ever  in justified cases exceptions o f this rule are m ade. M anuscripts in English (preferably) or Polish  
sh ou ld  be su p p lied  to the Editor in 2 com plete  copies. T he editorial s ty le  o f  the m anuscript sh ou ld  be m od elled  on  a current 
is su es  o f  ACTA.

T itle  o f  the paper sh ou ld  not be long  or too general. The title (and section  headings) should  end w ith out a full stop. 

A bstract (u p  to 200 w ords) shou ld  not repeat the title. It shou ld  rather sum m arize m ain results o f  the paper, and m ethods  
app lied , than list its contents. It shou ld  be com plete in itself w ith out reference to other parts o f the paper. It should  use scientific 
latin nam es o f  the sp e d es , if these w ere not m entioned in the title.

U p  to 5 key w ords shou ld  be g iven  beneath the abstract, and under them there should be the postal address and institutional 
affiliation (in English) o f  the author (authors).

C ontents  o f the paper shou ld  be concise and it shou ld  om it all material not essential to an understanding o f  the m ain matter. 
T he text sh ou ld  be form ulated in short sentences. The results o f the work, and the w ay  in  w hich  they w ere obtained, should  
be presented in  th e  past tense, and regular or perm anent situations (such as geographical location) -  in  p resent tense. 
Scientific latin nam es o f  taxa in text, tables, and in bibiliography -  should  be written in italics, but not in parenthesis. English  
nam es o f  species sh ou ld  begin  w ith  capital letters, and their latin nam es should  also be g iv en  w ith the first usage in the text. 

Footnotes (*) are perm itted o n ly  on  the title page, e.g. indicating in the abstract addresses o f  particular authors. D ates should  
be w ritten w ith  the years g iven  in full, w ith their com ponents separated by spaces (not d ots) -  e.g. "1 V 1990”, and periods of 
tim e - by  hyp en s ("3-5 X", "1990-1993”).

N um erical v a lu e s  w ith  abbreviated units and ranges o f values -  should  be written w ith out spaces ("Зр/lO ha", " p p .4 -7 ’). 

C itations sh ou ld  be m ad e w ith  the author and year system  -  eg. "reported by Taczanow ski (1882)", "(Taczanowski 1882)", 
"(Cieślak U  D om brow ski 1992)" -  w h en  tw o authors, "(D yrczet al. 1 9 8 4 )" -w hen  more than tw o  authors. M ultiple references 
sh ou ld  be g iven  in  alphabetic order o f  authors -  eg. "(Czarnecki 1954, 1979, R ydzew ski 1935, 1979a, 1979b)". Personal 
com m unications, m aterials in preparation and other unpublished data should be cited in text on ly  (not in References), w ith  
author's initials. Tables and figures m u st be referred to in the text by their arabie num bers -  e .g . "(Tab. 3 , Fig. 3)".

T ables  and figu res  should  be understandable w ith out reference to the text. They should be planned according to d im ensions  
o f the colum n or page (2 colum ns) in ACTA. The sam e data should  not be presented in  both tables and illustrations. Tables 
sh ou ld  use scientific latin nam es o f species. Figures should  use contarst and bold draw ing and d im en sion s about tw ice the 
size  proposed  for printing. Letters and other details shou ld  be large enough for tw ofold reduction in printing.

R eferences  to publications cited in the text (see "Citations") should be listed according to the fo llow ing  patterns:

In journals: D yrcz A ., Tom ialojćL. 1974. A pplication o f  the m ap ping  m ethod in the marshland habitats. Acta o m . 14:348-353. 
Books: D om an iew sk i J. 1952. O rnitologia łow iecka. W arszawa, T. 3.
Chapters: P inow sk i J., Zając R. 1990. D am ages to crops caused  by birds in Central Europe. In: Pinow ski J., Sum m ers-Sm ith  
J.D. (eds.). G ranivorous birds in the agricultural landscape. W arszawa, pp. 333-347.
Titles o f  journals sh ou ld  be abbreviated as in the W orld List o f  Scientific Periodicals. Titles o f w orks published  in languages  
other than E nglish and Germ an (e.g. R ussian,French, Polish), if they have English sum m ary, sh ou ld  be g iven  o n ly  in E nglish, 
and in  square brackets -  [ ). References written in non-la tin script (eg. Cyrillic) should  be transcribed according to 
international rules (ISO). The author is responsible for the accuracy o f references d ted .

Sum m ary -  in  E nglish language papers it is translated (by the Editor) into Polish. Its vo lu m e should  not exceed  1 /5  o f  the 
m ain text o f  the paper. It sh ou ld  refer to tables, figures and (if necessary) to the References.

After acceptance o f  the paper, its final version shou ld  be subm itted on com puter d isc together w ith  a com plete  printed  
copy. A ccepted  text editors w orking under M S-DO S/PC-DO S: W ordPerfect 5.1 (preferred), TAG, X yw rite, ChiW riter, or 
possib ly  the text m ay be w ritten in ASCII format. Full ju stification  o f  the text sh ou ld  not be carried out (left justification  
only), and nor centering o f  titles or indentation at the beg in ing  o f paragraphs should  be m ade. W ords sh ou ld  not be sp lit by  
hyp hens (even  if the ed itor d o e s  it autom atically). N o  underlines or high lighting print (w ith  exception o f  particular cases  
concerning data in tables) should  be used . Each o f tables should  be written as separate file. The quality o f  illustrations should  
enable them  tob e  reproduced directly by scanning (and for the reduction in size  - see  above). The author's d isc w ill be returned  
w ith  the proof.

Proof w ill be  sen t to the m ain author and it shou ld  be returned to the Editor w ith out delay. A lterations in the proof should  
be lim ited to error correction.

R eprints -  50 free copies w ill be provided to the m ain author o f the paper. More copies m ay be ordered at current prices 
w h en  proof is returned.
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