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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS 
[Redakcja na życzenie wysyła polską wersję instrukcji]

ACTA ORNITHOLOGICA publishes papers -  original research reports, reviews, short notes, etc. -  
that have not been published or subm itted elsewhere. Prior to acceptance for publication, all type­
scripts subm itted will be scrutinised by com petent, usually anonym ous, reviewers. All papers sub­
m itted to ACTA ORNITHOLOGICA should be w ritten in good English; if need be, the text should 
be edited by a com petent native speaker of English before submission. Three (3) hard copies of the 
complete typescript should be sent to the Editor.

1. The typescript should be double-spaced. No right justification, no paragraph indents, no u nder­
lining or any highlighting (e.g. bold, different-sized font) should be used, w ith the possible excep­
tion of data in tables. Headings should not be centred, nor should they end with a full stop. The 
English nam es of bird species should begin w ith capital letters. Their Latin nam es should also be 
given w ith the first usage in the text. The Latin nam es of genera and species should be in italics (but 
not in parentheses), higher taxa in norm al font. Words at the end of lines should not be divided. 
Footnotes may be used only on the first page.

2. The title page should be arranged in the sequence: 1) title, 2) author's full given names and fam­
ily nam e, 3) author's (authors') address(es), 4) abstract, 5) key words, 6) suggested running title.

3. The title of the paper should be as brief as possible and provide general information (e.g. the 
problem  or subject studied) and particular identification (e.g. place, habitat, years).

4. In the postal address, the institutional affiliation of the author(s) and the name(s) of the coun­
t r i e s )  should be in English. The e-mail address is recom m ended.

5. The abstract (up to 200 words) should not repeat inform ation from the title. It should be a brief 
statem ent of the m ethods applied and the main results, rather than a list of the paper's contents. It 
should be complete in itself w ithout reference to other parts of the paper. Scientific (Latin) names 
(not the English names) should be used if they have not already been given in the title.

6. The text should be concise and form ulated in short sentences. It should not repeat data present­
ed in tables and illustrations. The results of the work, and the way in which they were obtained, 
should be described in the past tense, but regular or perm anent situations (e.g. geographical loca­
tion, general habits of the species) should be in the present tense. Avoid "em pty" phrases, like "it 
should be noted that...", "it is interesting that...". Do not use long sentences in parentheses: use com­
mas or semicolons instead.

7. Dates and numbers: dates should include the m onth as a w ord or abbreviation, and the year(s) in 
full. The com ponents of dates and other numerical expressions should be separated by spaces: e.g. 
3 Oct. 1999, 3-5 May 1999, 1990-1999, 3 p/10 ha, pp. 3-10, 10 km, N = 2 + 5, x = 7 + 0.1. Decimal 
fractions should be w ritten w ith the decimal point, not a comma.

8. Citations of bibliography should be m ade w ith the author and year system. Examples: one author 
-  reported by Taczanowski (1882), (Taczanowski 1882); two authors -  according to Dyrcz & Wink 
(1999), (Dyrcz & Wink 1999); more than two authors -  the figures given by Dyrcz et al. (1984), (Dyrcz 
et al. 1984). M ultiple references should be given in chronological order of authors according to the 
years of their first publications cited, e.g. (Rydzewski 1935, 1979a, 1979b; Czarnecki 1954, 1979). 
Papers "in press" may be cited and listed in the References section only if they have been formally 
accepted for print. Personal communications, works in preparation and unpublished data should be 
cited in the text w ith the author's initials (e.g. inf. J. Kowalski, J. Kowalski -  unpubl. data). M.Sc. and 
Ph.D. theses may be cited in the References section. Tables and figures should be cited in the text 
w ith Arabic num erals, e.g. Table 3, Tables 1 and 3, Fig. 3.
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9. Tables and figures should be kept as straightforw ard as possible and should be understandable 
w ithout reference to the text. The same data should not be presented in both tables and illustrations, 
nor should either of these repeat inform ation given in the text. Taxa listed in tables should by iden­
tified by their Latin names only. Captions and headings should be as short as possible, w ithout foot­
notes. Figures and legends w ithin larger figures should not be framed. Comments and inform ation 
concerning m ethods should be in the body of the text, not in figure captions or table headings. 
Tables should be printed without vertical lines. Each table (with its heading and  explanations) 
should be printed on a separate sheet, and all figure captions should be printed together on a sepa­
rate sheet. For preference, figures should be produced using com puter graphics. If they are to be 
scanned, they m ust be of an appropriate quality, i.e. draw ings should display contrasts, the lettering 
and other details m ust be large enough to remain legible after reduction in printing. Illustrations in 
colour, for w hich a charge is m ade, require the Editor's individual consent. The author is obliged to 
supply copyright permission for tables or illustrations published elsewhere if they are to be repro­
duced in the same or similar form.

10. References cited in the text (see "Citations") should be listed (no indents and no right side justi­
fication) in alphabetical order according to the patterns below. Titles of journals should be abbrevi­
ated as in the World List of Scientific Periodicals, or full nam es should be used.

Journals: Dyrcz A., Tomiałojć L. 1974. Application of the m apping m ethod in the m arshland habi­
tats. Acta Ornithol. 14: 348-353.

Books: Cram p S., Simmons K. E. K. (eds.) 1983. The birds of the Western Palearctic. Vol. EL, Oxford 
Univ. Press., Oxford.

Chapters: Pinowski J., Zajac R. 1990. Damages to crops caused by birds in Central Europe. In: 
Pinowski J., Summers-Smith J. D. (eds.). Granivorous birds in the agricultural landscape. PWN, 
Warszawa, pp. 333-347.

Titles of works originally published in languages other than English, French or German (e.g. Polish, 
Russian, Spanish) should be given only in the English translation [in square brackets]. References 
w ritten in a non-Latin script (e.g. Cyrillic) should be transcribed according to the international rules 
(ISO). The author is responsible for the accuracy of the references cited.

11. The summary will be translated from English into Polish by the Editor. It should be no longer 
than 2 pages and should refere to the tables, figures and, if necessary, the bibliography in the 
"References".

12. A computer record (IBM compatible format) of the typescript should be submitted, together w ith 
one complete printed copy, w hen the final version of the paper is accepted for publication, i.e. fol­
lowing corrections recom m ended by reviewers and the Editor. Word for Windows, Excel and Corel 
Draw are recom m ended. Graphic files should include the original data in ASCI format.

13. The galley proof will be sent to the corresponding author, who should re turn  the revised ver­
sion to the Editor as soon as possible by fax or e-mail.

14. Reprints. The corresponding au thor will receive 25 copies of the paper free of charge. Orders for 
further copies -  charged at current prices -  should be sent to the Editor w ith the revised galley proof.

15. Copyright. Acceptance of the typescript for publication m eans that the right to publish the whole 
paper or any substantial part of it is transferred to the Publisher. This applies to all media.
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