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Lasius niger  (L.) and Lasius p la ty th o ra x  S e i f e r t  
(H ym enoptera, F orm icidae) -  a revolution in  Polish m yrm ecological 

fau n istics  and zoocoenology?

Abstract. D ata arc p resen ted  on the d istribu tion , in Poland, of Lasius niger (L.) and  L. p la ty tho 
rax S eifert  (the la tte r as a species new to Poland). These d a ta  were obtained from an  inspection  
of the a n t collection in the M useum  and Institu te  of Zoology, PAS in W arsaw. It is confirm ed th a t 
S eifert (1991) w as correct w hen he separa ted  the originally collective taxon  *Lasius niger» into 
the above-m entioned sibling species. A simplified key for d istinguishing these form s is provided.
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For over two cen tu ries after Lasiits (Lasiits) niger w as first described by 
L in n a e u s  (1758), it w as considered to be one of the com m onest Palaearctic an t 
species due to its abundance  in a  wide variety of hab ita ts . These range from 
very dry to very wet, bo th  wooded and open hab ita ts  including strongly an- 
thropogenized sites (fields, orchards, gardens, towns, industria l areas). L. niger 
w as considered to be eurytopic with an unusua lly  wide ecological flexibility 
and a great biological plasticity  which was em phasized by the variety of the 
ways in which it co n stru c ts  its nests: in the ground (with or w ithou t soil 
mounds), u nder stones, in ro tting  tree stum ps, in tussocks of g rass  and  m oss, 
in rock and  wall crevices (e.g. PISARSKI 1975, COLLINGWOOD 1979). C onse
quently. in the faunistic  and  zoocoenological literatu re  concern ing  the a n ts
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104 A. R adchenko et al.

from the central and  n o rthe rn  Palaearctic, there is probably no paper w ithout 
m entioning L. niger as an  elem ent of the local m yrm ecofauna or a  m em ber of 
a  particu la r an t com m unity.

In the first revision of the genus Lasius F. ( W i ls o n  1955) which w as m ade 
nearly two hund red  years after L. niger had  been first described by L in n a e u s ,  
it retained  its taxonom ic s ta tu s . It was only in a second revision ( S e i f e r t  
1991), th a t th is  h itherto  unquestioned  species w as separa ted  into two sibling 
species: L. niger ( L in n a e u s ,  1758) and the new L. platythorax  S e i f e r t ,  1991. 
According to S e i f e r t ,  th is  surprising  decision was m ade on the basis of m or
phological differences accom panied by distinct ecological differentiation be
tween the forms. In easte rn  Germany, L. niger generally inhab its  m oderately 
xerotherm al open h a b ita ts  (dry and sem i-dry grasslands), and  it show s strong  
synan throp ic  tendencies (it is ab u n d an t in arable lands, in u rb an  and  su b u r 
ban  green): it avoids shaded woodland and undisturbed bogs and fens. L. niger 
n ests  in soil and any above-ground constructions are bu ilt of m ineral p a rti
cles. L. platythorax, on the o ther hand , clearly prefers m ore hum id sites. It 
inhab its  all types of forest as well as bogs and fens, and  avoids open sites, 
especially anthropogenized ones. This species usually  bu ilds its n es ts  in o r
ganic su b stra te , m ost frequently in dead wood, b u t also in vegetation pads, in 
g rass tu ssocks with a h u m u s root layer; it m akes no above-ground m ineral 
constructions ( S e i f e r t  1991, 1992, 1996).

After nearly  a  decade, it seem s th a t the majority of m yrm ecologists still do 
no t approve of S e i f e r t ' s  division of the  “old” L. niger. However, the  e n tire  
«L. niger» m aterial from Poland p resen t in the an t collection in the M useum  
and In stitu te  of Zoology, PAS, in W arsaw, was revised in th is respect, albeit 
no t w ith o u t scep tic ism . The re su lt w as su rp rising ly  explicit: the  L innaean  
L. niger does include two species which are fairly easily d istinguishable m or
phologically. Q uantitative proportion of both forms in the  collection of the MIZ 
PAS is close to 1:1 b u t paradoxically despite its w idespread abundance , the 
available m aterial is not rich. The following though com es to m ind a s  an  
aside: who would ever have w anted to collect L. niger specim ens w hen they 
could be identified in the field a t first glance, w ithout sligh test doubt th a t  a 
m istake w as possible?!

Below is presented  a list of the m aterial divided according to the geographic 
reg ions of its  origin (following the system  adopted  in Katalog F auny  Polski 
(A Catalogue of the F auna  of Poland; see P i s a r s k i  1975).

L a s iu s  n ig er  ( L in n a e u s ,  1758)

Baltic C oast (Pobrzeże Bałtyku):
-  Pieszno ad Strzelno, 23 V 1900 (o*,W), 16 IX 1911 (o",W), leg. E. SCHMIDT;
-  Międzyzdroje (island Wolin), 10 and 12 VII 1964, 24 VI 1965 (?*?), leg. 

A. D ra b e r -M o Ń K O ;
-  W apnica (island Wolin), 31 VIII 1966 (9,W), leg. B. P i s a r s k i .
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Lasius niger and  L. p latythorax 105

Pom eranian Lake D istrict (Pojezierze Pomorskie):
-  Szczecin  a n d  env irons, 7 VI 1860 (99), leg. SlNDlKOP; 21 V 1914 (9), leg.

L. K r u e g e r ;  10 VI 1915 an d  19 V 1917 (99), leg. E. S c h m i d t ;  10 VIII 1919
(o 'o ',99), leg. G. S c h r o e d e r ;  12 IV 1921 (99), 16 VII 1921 (99), leg. G. J o e c k s ;
20 V 1951 (99), leg. B. P isarski;

-  Knieja ad Choszczno, 27 XII 1892 (9), 22 VI 1893 (99), 15 VI 1896 (o',99),
21 and  29 VI 1896 (99), 22 VII 1896 (o'), 29 II 1897 (9) -  ex. coll. Mus. S te ttin
(no collectors' names);

-  Szadowo ad Kwidzyn, 25 VII 1910 (99; no collector's name);
-T rz e b ie ż , 23 VII 1912 (9), leg. G. SCHROEDER;
-  Mosty Wielkie ad Szczecin, 5 VII 1915 (9), leg. H a h n e ;
-  Miedwiecko-Gryfino ad Szczecin, 10 VIII 1919 (o',99), leg. B a r k k o f f ;
-  S łupsk , 15 V 1931 (9), 16 VIII 1933 (99), leg. O. K a r l .

M asurian  Lake D istrict (Pojezierze Mazurskie):
-  Kaletnik ad Suwałki, 5 VII 1955 (9), leg. H. S z e l ę g i e w i c z ;
-  Kozaki ad Gołdap, 25 VII 1960 (99), leg. A. RlEDEL;
-  W iżajny ad Suwałki, 6 IX 1960 (99), leg. S. M. K lim a s z e w s k i .

W ielkopolsko-Kujawska Lowlands (Nizina W ielkopolsko-Kujawska):
-  Ciechocinek, 15 VI 1955 (9), leg. W. B a z y lu k ;
-  Poznań-W ilczy Młyn, 18 V 1956 (99), leg. J . N a s t .

Mazovian Lowlands (Nizina Mazowiecka):
-  Brwinów ad W arszawa, 23 IV 1950 (99), leg. A. R ie d e l ;
-  Podkowa Leśna ad W arszawa, 1 and 9 V 1950, 20 VII 1953 (99), leg. B. P i

s a r s k i ;  18 VII 1952 (o'), leg. B. P i s a r s k i ;
-  Żwir (Ratajewo) ad W arszawa, 29 VII 1951 (99), leg. B. K r e c z m e r ;
-  K am pinoska Forest (Puszcza Kampinoska), 3 VIII 1955 (o 'o ',9), leg. P. 

T r o j a n ;
-  W iśniowa Góra ad W arszawa, 3 VI 1956 (9), leg. W. B a z y lu k ;
-  Stanisław ice ad Kozienice, 25 VIII 1956 (o'o',99,9), leg. J . Z im k o ;
-  G arbatka  ad Kozienice, 24 VII 1959 (9), leg. E. K ie r y c h ;
-  Skierniewice, 11 and  12 VIII 1960 (99), leg. P. T r o j a n ;
-  T ruskaw  ad Pruszków, 27 VIII 1960 (9), leg. E. K ie r y c h ;
-  W arszawa, VI 1978 (9), leg. L. M r ó z ;
-  Cybulice ad Nowy Dwór Mazowiecki, 6 VII 1965 (99), leg. g roup of IZ 

PAS1;
-  Dziekanów Leśny ad W arszawa, 19 VIII 1965 (99), leg. B. P i s a r s k i .

Podlasie:
-  Mikulicze, 28 VII 1909, 19 VIII 1909 (99; no collector's name);
-  Siedlce, 23 VI 1953 (9), leg. R. B ie l a w s k i .

'Institu te  of Zoology of Polish Academy of Sciences, W arsaw -  the former nam e of the M useum  and 
Institu te  of Zoology, PAS.
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106 A. R adchenko et al.

K rakowsko-W ieluńska Uplands (Wyżyna Krakowsko-W ieluńska):
-  Ojców ad Olkusz, 6 VIII 1954 (V), leg. A. Riedel;
-  Kroczyce ad Zawiercie, 13 VIII 1960 (9), leg. J . PRÓSZYŃSKI.
M ałopolska U plands (Wyżyna Małopolska):
-  Bogucice ad Pińczów, 1 VII 1950 (99), leg. A. KOSTROWICKI;
-  Młodzawy ad Pińczów, 9 VI 1954 (9), leg. Sz. Nowakowski;
-  Skorocice ad Pińczów, 26 VIII 1954 (9), leg. Sz. Nowakowski.
-  Forest “D ębina” ad Pińczów, 18 VII 1956 (9; no collector’s name).

Świętokrzyskie Mts (Góry Świętokrzyskie; a subregion of the M ałopolska 
Upland):

-  Łysa Góra (Łysa Mt), 14 VIII 1947 (o'), 4 VIII 1948 (99; no collectors’ 
nam es).

Lubelska U plands (Wyżyna Lubelska):
-  Puławy (9; no date  or collector's name) -  ex. coll. Pinug ;
-  Kazimierz Dolny ad Puławy, 11-17 V 1950 (o',99,99), 19 VIII 1950 (99), 28- 

-3 0  IX 1950 (99), 21 and 22 VI 1951 (99), 6-9 VII 1951 (9,99), 14 VII 1951 (o',9),
24 VII 1951 (99), 6 IX 1951 (9), 18 VII 1952 (o'), 1 IX 1966 (9), leg. B. Pisarski;
8 V 1966 (9), leg. A. MOŃKO.

Roztocze:
Reserve “Rakowskie Bagno” ad Frampol, 5 IX 1958 (99), leg. B. PISARSKI.

Sandom ierska Lowlands (Nizina Sandom ierska):
-  Leżajsk ad Łańcut, 28 VII 1956 (99), leg. W. Bazyluk e t E. Kierych.

W estern S udeten  Mts (Sudety Zachodnie):
- J e le n ia  Góra, 30 IX 1960 (99), leg. B. Pisarski;
-  Pilichowice ad Lwówek Śląski, 20 VII 1961 (9), leg. B. Pisarski; 21 VII 

1961 (9), leg. E. Kierych .

E astern  Sudeten  Mts (Sudety W schodnie):
-  Bliszczyce ad Głubczyce, 8 VII 1957 (99), leg. B. PISARSKI.

N ow otarska Valley (Kotlina Nowotarska; a subregion of the  W estern 
Beskidy Mts):

-  G ubałówka Mt ad Zakopane, 2 IX 1965 (o'o ',99), leg. B. PISARSKI. 

Bieszczady Mts:
-W etlin a , 19-23 VI 1960 (9), leg. B. PISARSKI;
-  Bereżki ad Ustrzyki Dolne, 28 VIII 1961, 22 IV 1970 (99), leg. B. Pisarski; 
-S m o ln ik , 30 VIII 1961 (9,99), leg. B. Pisarski;
-  Cisną, 25 VII 1962 (o'o', 99), leg. B. Pisarski;

2Państwowy Insty tu t Uprawy, Nawożenia i Gleboznawstwa (National Institu te of Cultivation, 
Fertilization and Pedology).
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L asius niger and  L. p latythorax 107

-  Komańcza, 20 VII 1962 (99,$?), leg. B. P i s a r s k i ;
-  Dw erniczek ad Ustrzyki Dolne, 5 IX 1962 (9), leg. C. D z i a d o s z  et W. 

STARĘGA.

Pieniny Mts:
-  Wąwóz Sobczański, 14 VIII 1955 (9), leg. W. B a z y lu k ;
-  Sromowce Wyżne, 25 VI 1956 ($), leg. B. P i s a r s k i ;
-  Czorsztyn, 2 V 1962 ($), leg. A. L ia n a .

L asius p la ty th o ra x  S e i f e r t ,  1991 

Baltic C oast (Pobrzeże Bałtyku):
-  Gdańsk-W rzeszcz, 11 VII 1951 ($), leg. R. B ie l a w s k i ;
-  Gdynia-Redłowo, 8 VII 1954 ($), leg. W. K u l e r s k i ;
-  Karsibór (island Wolin), 12 VI 1965 (9), leg. B. PISARSKI;
-  Przytorski pen insu la  (Półwysep Przytorski) ad Międzyzdroje, 26 VI 1971 

($), leg. B. M a łk in ;
-  W ichłacz ad Koszalin (no date; 9), leg. K. L a t l e r .

Pom eranian Lake D istrict (Pojezierze Pomorskie):
-  Knieja ad Choszczno, 15 V 1894 (o\$$) -  ex. coll. Mus. S te ttin  (no collec

tor's name);
-  S łupsk, 10 V 1931 (?), leg. O. K a r l ;
-  Czarnogłów ad Rokita, 18 V 1951 ($$), leg. B. PISARSKI;
-  Żukowo ad Kartuzy, 2 VIII 1954 ($), leg. B. P i s a r s k i ;
-  Bielawskie Błota ad Wejherowo, 14 IV 1955 ($$), leg. R. B ie l a w s k i .

W ielkopolsko-Kujawska Lowlands (Nizina W ielkopolsko-Kujawska):
-  Mioty (Puszcza Notecka; Notecka Forest), 9 X 1951 ($$), leg. R. B ie l a w s k i .

Mazovian Lowlands (Nizina Mazowiecka):
-  Podkowa Leśna ad W arszawa, 24 X 1948, 2 X 1949, 1 and  8 V 1950 ($$), 

leg. B. P i s a r s k i ;
-  G arbatka  ad Kozienice, 24 VIII 1953 ($), leg. E. K ie r y c h ;
-  W arszawa-M łociny, 2 VIII 1957 ($), leg. B. P i s a r s k i ;
-  W arszawa-W awer, 3 IV 1960 ($$), leg. E. K ie r y c h ;
-  K am pinoska Forest (Puszcza Kampinoska), reserve “Roztoka”, 23 IX 1960 

($), leg. E. K i e r y c h ;
-  K am pinoska Forest, Dziekanów Leśny, 5 VIII 1961 (9), leg. E. K ie r y c h ;
-  K am pinoska Forest, VII 1965 ($$), leg. group of IZ PAS.
-  Zabieżki ad W arszawa, 16 VII 1978 ($$), leg. B. M a łk in .

Podlasie:
-  Mikulicze, 19 VIII 1909 (?; no collector's name);
-  Siedlce, 23 VI 1953 ($), leg. R. B ie l a w s k i .
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Białowieska Forest (Puszcza Białowieska; a subregion of Podlasie):
-  Białowieska Forest (Puszcza Białowieska) ad Hajnówka, 15 VI 1954 (9), 

leg. B. P is a r s k i;
-  Białowieża ad Hajnówka, 21 VII 1954 (9; no collector's name); 24 V 1957 

(9), leg. P. T r o j a n ; 25 V 1957 (9), leg. B. P is a r s k i ;
-  Białowieski National Park (Białowieski Park Narodowy), 25 VII 1960 (99), 

leg. A. M o ń k o .

Krakowsko-W ieluńska U plands (Wyżyna Krakowsko-W ieluńska);
-  Ojców ad Olkusz, 11 V 1953 (W), leg. B. P is a r s k i; 5 VIII 1954 (9), leg. B. P i

s a r s k i ; 7 VIII 1954 (9), leg. A. R i e d e l .

Małopolska U plands (Wyżyna Małopolska):
-  Starachowice, 19 VIII 1948 (9$), leg. A. G o l j a n ;
-  reserve “Skow ronno” ad Pińczów, 19 VIII 1954 (9), leg. B. P is a r s k i .

Świętokrzyskie Mts (Góry Świętokrzyskie; a subregion of the M ałopolska 
Uplands):

-  Łysogóry Mts, 19 VII 1950, 24 VII 1952 (W), 14 VIII 1950 (o'cf ,99), leg. B. 
P i s a r s k i ;

-  Święiy Krzyż, 25 IX 1957 (9), leg. J . S t ę p k o w s k a .

Lubelska U plands (Wyżyna Lubelska):
-  Kazimierz Dolny ad Puławy, 10 V 1912 (9), leg. N. A l e k s a n d r ; 16 V 1950 

(99), 17 V 1950 (9,99), 11 VII 1950, 17 and 18 VIII 1950, 30 IX 1950, 21 VI 1951, 
6 and 14 VII 1951 (99), 7 VII 1952 (cf,9), leg. B. PISARSKI; 11 and 17 VII 1951 (99), 
leg. A. R i e d e l ;

-  Puławy, 1 VI 1943 (99), leg. Keler ; 26  VI 1943, 24  VIII 1943, 7 IX 1943 
(99; no  co llec to rs’ nam es) -  ex. coll. PINUG.

Roztocze:
-  Frampol, 26 IV 1957 (9), leg. B. P is a r s k i ;
-  Reserve “Rakowskie Bagno” ad Frampol, 5 IX 1958 (9), leg. B. Pisarski.

Sandom ierska Lowlands (Nizina Sandom ierska):
-  Nisko, 26 VII 1956 (99), leg. E. K ie r y c h  et W. BAZYLUK.

W estern S udeten  Mts (Sudety Zachodnie):
-  Stóg Izerski (Izerskie Mts), 3 X 1960 (o'o',99), leg. B. P is a r s k i ;
-  Pilichowice ad Lwówek Śląski, 20 VII 1961 (9), leg. B. P is a r s k i ;
-  Błędne Skały, 14 VII (99,99), leg. B. PISARSKI.

Eastern  S udeten  Mts (Sudety Wschodnie):
-  Bliszczyce ad Głubczyce, 8 VII 1953 (9), leg. B. P is a r s k i .
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L asius niger and L. p latythorax 109

W estern Beskidy Mts (Beskidy Zachodnie):
-  Cieszyn, Zamkowe Hills (Wzgórza Zamkowe), 2 VIII 1953 (9), leg. B.

Pisarski;
-  Zawoja ad Maków Podhalański, 5 VII 1955 (9), leg. A. Rie d e l .

Nowotarska Valley (Kotlina Nowotarska; a subregion of the W estern 
Beskidy Mts):

-  Gubałówka Mt ad Zakopane, 2 IX 1965 (99; no collector's name).

E astern  Beskidy Mts (Beskidy Wschodnie):
-T u ła w a  Krzyżówki ad Krosno, 14 VI 1954 (9), leg. B. Pisarski;
-  Międzygrodzie ad Karpacz, 18 VI 1954 (99), leg. B. Pisarski.

Bieszczady Mts
-W e tlin a , 19-23 VI 1960 (99), leg. B. Pisarski;
-S m o ln ik , 30  VIII 1961 (99), leg. B. Pisarski;
-  Dwernik, 22 V 1963 (9), leg. B. Pisarski;
-  Ustrzyki Górne, 27 VII 1966 (9), leg. B. Pisarski;
-W idełk i ad Ustrzyki Dolne, 1 VII 1969 (9), leg. E. KlERYCH.

Pieniny Mts:
-  Pieniny Mts, 1949 (o*,9,9), leg. W. Ko ehler .

So far, L. niger (lato sensu) has  been recorded from all regions of Poland. The 
above list confirms the presence of L. niger (sensu S eifert) over m ost of the 
territory of Poland (except Lower and Upper Silesia, the E astern  Beskidy Mts 
and the T atra  Mts, bu t its absence is probably simply because of an  absence of 
m aterial in the collection). Similarly, L. platythorax  as a  species new to Poland, 
also is recorded from m ost regions (except the M asurian Lake District, Upper 
and Lower Silesia and the Tatra Mts, b u t like L. niger its absence in the collec
tion probably does not m ean th a t th is species does not occur there).

In the light of the Germ an d a ta  (above) L. niger and  L. platythorax  in C en
tral Europe appear to be polytopic competitive species, with the form er better 
adapted  to open h ab ita ts  w hen the latter to wooded hab ita ts . Some of the m u 
seum  specim ens of these species had notes about their occurrence and  mode 
of nesting, b u t unfortunately , these were too fragm entary to serve as a basis  
for estab lish ing  the biological-ecological differentiation of these form s in Po
land. This question would require special field research.

For myrmecological practitioners, the consequences of the division of a 
well-known and  commonly occurring taxon into two species are twofold. On 
the one hand , it obviously renders previous faunistic and zoocoeonological 
stud ies out of date in the least expected m anner. On the o ther hand , such  a 
pair of equally common and  w idespread sibling species m ay (and should) be 
come a convenient indicator group for m onitoring the sta te  of the environ
m ent; especially in a cases where hum an  im pact directly favours L. niger and  
sim ultaneously  h as  the opposite effect on L. platythorax. We suggest th a t  the
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110 A. R adchenko et al.

2.5 mm

Figs 1-4. Lasius niger. 1 -  pubescence of worker clypeus, 2 -  pilosity of worker scapus, 3 -  shape 
and  pilosity of w orker alitrunk, 4 -  shape and pilosity of female alitrunk.
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Lasius niger and  L. p ia ty thorax 111

0.5 mm

\

2.5 mm

Figs 5-8 . Lasius platythoraxr. 5 -  pubescence  of w orker clypeus, 6 -  pilosity of w orker scap u s , 
7 -  shape  and  pilosity of w orker a litrunk , 8 -  shape  and  pilosity of fem ale a litrunk .
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1 1 2  A. R adchenko et al.

L. niger/L. platgthorax  pair may become a model subject in ecological stud ies 
of the  developm ent of an t com m unities in relation to hab ita t succession.

Below a simplified version of a  key is given for distinguishing the species under 
discussion. It is based on the main diagnostic characters arranged according to 
their significance for determination (AL -  alitrunk length; AH -  alitrunk height).

Lasius niger

W orkers;
1. Clypeus with very dense and short 
pubescence; d istance betw een de
pressed  hairs 3 .5 -4  times shorter 
th a n  hair length (Fig. 1).
2. O utstanding hairs on the anten- 
nal scape relatively sparce and short, 
the longest hairs not longer (usually 
shorter) than  half of m axim um  width 
of scape a t its apex (Fig. 2).
3. Mesopropodeal im pression usually 
relatively deep and abrupt, propodeal 
dorsum  usually convex and rounded 
(Fig. 3).
4. O utstanding  hairs  on the body 
relatively sparse and short (Fig. 3).

Females:
-  Alitrunk convex, relatively high and 
short (AL:AH < 1.70) (Fig. 4).

Lasius p latg thorax

Workers:
1. Clypeus with sparce and relatively 
long pubescence; distance between 
depressed hairs 2 .5-3 tim es shorter 
than  hair length (Fig. 5).
2. O utstanding hairs on the anten- 
nal scape relatively abu n d an t and 
long, the longest hairs distinctly 
longer than  half of m aximum  width 
of scape at its apex (Fig. 6).
3. Mesopropodeal im pression usually 
shallow, propodeal dorsum  som e
w hat flattened, propodeal dorsum  
more conical than  rounded (Fig. 7).
4. O utstanding hairs on the body 
relatively dense and long (Fig. 7).

Females:
-  Alitrunk weakly convex or som e
w hat flattened, relatively low and 
long (AL:AH > 1.75) (Fig. 8).

A c k n o w le d g e m e n ts .  We th an k  G raham  W. E lmes for improving the English.
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytuł: Lasius niger (L.) 1 Lasius piaty thorax SEIFERT [Hymenoptera, Formicidae) -  
rew olucja w polskiej fau n is ty ce  i zoocenologii m yrm ekologicznej?]

W w yniku niedaw nej decyzji taksonom icznej SEIFERTA (1991) Lasius niger -  
jeden  z najpospolitszych palearktycznych gatunków  m rówek -  został rozdzie
lony n a  dwa gatunk i bliźniacze: L. niger (L.) i L. platythorax  S eifer t . Przepro
wadzony pod tym kątem  przegląd krajowych m ateriałów  «L. nigen> ze zbiorów 
M uzeum i In sty tu tu  Zoologii PAN w W arszawie potwierdził zasadność tego 
rozwiązania. P raca przedstaw ia wykaz zaw artych w kolekcji serii prób każdego 
z tych gatunków  z rozbiciem n a  krainy geograficzne ich pochodzenia. Wyniki 
pozwalają sądzić, że obie formy w ystępują n a  całym obszarze kraju . W przy
padku L. niger w zbiorach MilZ PAN b rak  je s t okazów tylko ze Ś ląska Dolnego 
i Górnego, B eskidu W schodniego i Tatr. L. platythorax  (który je s t tu  podawany 
jako  gatunek  nowy dla Polski) nie m a swojej reprezentacji z tych sam ych re 
gionów i dodatkow o z Pojezierza Pomorskiego. Pracę zam yka uproszczony 
klucz do rozróżniania om aw ianych gatunków , oparty na  najw ażniejszych ce
chach  diagnostycznych.
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