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INTRODUCTION

Vertebrates

Studies on the distribution and ecology of vertebrates inhabiting the area
now belonging to Biebrza National Park were initiated in the 1960’%. However,
not all taxa received equal attention. Birds are the group that has been ex-
plored the most thoroughly to date. The first regular studies of avifauna in the
Biebrza River Basin were undertaken in 1966 (Dyrcz et al. 1972). No publica-
tions concerned with this region, even short contributions and notes, had
been published before 1960, although similar accounts about e.g. Silesia date
back to the 17h century. The studies were repeated on a larger scale in the
years 1976-1980 (Dyrcz et al. 1984). As a result the Biebrza River Basin
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(except for the forests) has become one of the most extensively explored areas
in Poland with respect to ornithological studies.

The most recent paper concerned with the whole of the avifauna of the
Biebrza River basin comprises the years 1976-1980 (Dyrcz et al. 1984). How-
ever, with intensive succession of shrubs into the previously open peatlands,
the data collected in that period have largely become outdated. In the 19907%
quite detailed data (even in comparison with the best studied areas elsewhere
in Poland) have been collected regarding the numbers and distribution of 5
rare and endangered species: the Black Stork Ciconia nigra (L.), the Eagle Owl
Bubo bubo (L.), the Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga ParL., the Lesser Spotted Ea-
gle Aquila pomarina Breum and the Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola
(VIEILL.) (PUGACEWICZ 1994a, 1994b, 1995a, 1995b, KROGULEC et al. 1997). In
the years 1995 and 1997 a detailed study was carried out concerning the
abundance and distribution of the aquatic warbler in the entire area of the
National Park (Krogurec et al. 1997). The warbler is a globally endangered
species and the Biebrza Valley community ranks among the most abundant
ones. There is no need at present to carry out additional field studies on the
above-mentioned species.

A number of studies of selected groups of mammals, particularly ungu-
lates, rodents and insectivores have also been carried out (GEBCzZYNSKA &
RaczyNskr 1983, Raczyxskr et al. 1983, 1984). Generally it can be stated that
the Biebrza River Basin is one of the best explored areas in Poland, both
faunistically and ecologically, as regards small mammals. A number of species
have been the subject of detailed community-oriented studies e.g. the Elk
Alces alces (L) (GEBczyNskA & Raczyxskr 1989, 1990, 1993).

Communities of medium-size (Fox, Racoon, Badger) and large (Wolf) mam-
mals inhabiting the Biebrza River Basin have not been adequately studied to
date. Trokowicz (1980) was the first to track wolves in the valley in the
1970’s. His work was followed by papers on winter penetration of the area by
mammals, including carnivores (FEbpyk et al. 1984). It was only in the 1990’
that data on the composition of the food of foxes and racoons as well as badg-
ers and wolves started to be collected. Some of this material has been ana-
lysed in M.Sc. papers and published (KoByrLikska 1996).

Our knowledge of mustelids, beavers and muskrats in Biebrza National
Park is largely accidental, reflecting a similarly fragmentary knowledge about
this animal group on a national scale. To date, the largest amount of infor-
mation regarding the distribution in Poland, and particularly in areas adja-
cent to Biebrza National Park has been collected about the otter and the bea-
ver. However, the data on the occurrence and condition of the populations of
these species within the National Park are still too general. In the 19907
studies on the bat community of the Biebrza River Basin have also been ini-
tiated. Initial reports, concerned with the species composition and sites of
importance for the bat community, have already appeared in print (KowALSKI
& LEsINskT 1994, LEsINSKI 1994).

Studies of the fish of the Biebrza River Basin (and adjacent areas) con-
ducted so far have generally been faunistics-oriented (Kozikowska 1983,
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witkowskr 1983a, 1984a, 1984b). They include catalogues of fish species and
fish communities in these waters. A number of papers have also been con-
cerned with parasites of the fish and the assessment of the effect of fishing
and angling. Studies on amphibians were fist undertaken only recently and
reptilians have not been discussed in separate publications to date.

Invertebrates

Invertebrates inhabiting Biebrza National Park and its environs have been
very poorly studied, and for many groups this area is still a “blank” on the
map of Poland.

The earliest faunistic records concerned with the Biebrza River Basin date
back from the 1960’. They include short contributions about the aphids
(Aphidoidea) of the Suwalki region (SZELEGIEWICZ 1961), a comparative study
of Diptera of artificial and natural meadows (FrRyprLEwicz-CiesiELska 1961) and
spiders (Kajak 1960, 1962), faunistic data on the occurrence of intestinal
parasites (the Acanthocephala group) of sheatfish (EismontT 1964). The dy-
namics of meadow communities of Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha and their
occurrence in individual plant layers in the Kuwasy mire system have been
studied by AnprzEIEWSKA (1965). One of the earliest faunistic contributions
analysing the occurrence of Coleoptera, Curculionidae in the area of Biebrza
National Park was published in 1968 and concerned the “Czerwone Bagno”
Reserve (Gotwarp 1968).

A considerable body of information on the response of invertebrate fauna
inhabiting the peat soils of Biebrza National Park to different types of man-
agement can be found in publications mainly written by researchers from the
Institute of Ecology PAS in Dziekandéw Le$ny (Kasak et al. 1986, ANDRzE-
JEWSKA & WASILEWSKA 1990, CiesieLska et al. 1990, Perar 1993, WASSEN &
Okruszko 1994). The studies were performed in the years 1976-1993 and
were mostly concerned with changes in abundance and biomass of the ani-
mals related to variations in the intensity of processes of mineralization. Nev-
ertheless, those studies also supply numerous data of faunistic, and particularly
synecological character, that are required to perform qualitative-quantitative
assessments of selected animal communities.
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytut: Przeglad badan nad fauna Biebrzanskiego Parku Narodowego - biblio-
grafia]

Dokonano przegladu literatury dotyczacej fauny Biebrzanskiego Parku Na-
rodwego. Pismiennictwo zestawiono w dwoch podrozdziatach dotyczacych fau-
ny kregowcoéw (ptaki, ssaki, ptazy, gady, ryby) i bezkr¢gowcdéw. Omodwiono
stan rozpoznania faunistycznego kregowcow i bezkregowcoédw. Stwierdzono, ze
bezkegowce Biebrzanskiego Parku Narodowego ijego otuliny sa stosunkowo
stabo rozpoznane i dla wielu grup jest to ,biala plama” na mapie Polski.
Znacznie wiecej informacji zgromodzano na temat kregowcow, a zwlaszcza
ptaki doczekaty szeregu istotnych opracowan.

Redaktor pracy - dr J. Wytwer





