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[With 14 figures in the text]

There is very  little  inform ation on species included into th e  genera D ilyta  
F o r s t e r  and  Glyptoxysta T h o m so n . The opinion th a t  they  are different among 
the  Alloxystidae H e l l e n ,  1931 ( =  Charipinae D a l l a  T o r r e  e t K i e f f e r ,  
1910, et auctorum ) is hardly recognized. They were first referred to  the  genus 
D ilyta  by  F o r s t e r  (1869) and la ter included into the  genus Alloxysta F o r s t e r ,  
1969 by D a l l a  T o r r e  and K i e f f e r  (1910). The generic nam e D ilyta , though 
prior to  Alloxysta  ( F o r s t e r ,  1869, p. 340) was considered a synonym  of 
the  la tte r. Their being distinguished, once again and  quite indepenently , in the  
genus Charips H a l i d ,  by H a l i d a y  ( H a l l d a y  in M a r s h a l l  1970) was n o t a p ­
proved of e ith e r1. The species on th e  basis of which H a l i d a y  distinguished 
th e  genus has been included by  D a l l a  T o r r e  and K i e f f e r  (1910) in to  the  
genus Allotria W e s t w o o d ,  1833 ( =  Xystus  H a r t i g ,  1840, partim ) which has 
a  different body structure and  comprises m any species. However, th e  nam e 
Charips was kep t because Allotria and  Xystus  were preoccupied nam es. Only 
th e  th ird  a tte m p t a t  distinguishing them , th is tim e m ade by  T h o m so n  (1877), 
was approved of by  K i e f f e r  (1902) and  D a l l a  T o r r e  and  K i e f f e r  (1910). 
The subgenus Glyptoxysta described by  T h o m so n  has been icnluded into th e  
genus Alloxysta  F ó r s t .

K i e f f e r ’s firm  opposition to  distinguishing th is group of species was 
justified to  a  certain  degree. The venation of th e  fore wings was for K i e f f e r

1 The opinion that Charips microcera H a l i d a y , 1 8 7 0  is a  s p e c i e s  belonging t o  the 
genus Dilyta  F ó r s t . has been accepted by the author on the basis of the information from 
H e l l e n ’s  s t u d y  ( 1 9 6 3 ) .
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th e  m ain criterion while distinugishing genera in th e  subfam ily Gharipinae 
D a l l a  T o r r e  et K i e f f e r , 1 9 1 0  among species w ith norm ally form ed wings. 
T hat feature is easy to  notice, b u t of questionable system atic value. K ie f f e r  
included into the  genus Alloxysta F ó r s t . all species w ith the open rad ial cell. 
O ther differences in th e  body structure  were no t very  im portant. One m ay 
presum e th a t , in th e  course of compiling a m onograph of th e  world Gynipoidea, 
D a l l a  T o r r e  and K ie f f e r  devoted little  tim e to  direct studies on the m aterials 
of gall-wasps, and  based th e n  inform ation on the  contem porary litera tu re .

The opinion of D a l l a  T o r r e  and  K i e f f e r  (1910) concerning the  genera 
Dilyta  F ó r s t ., Gharips H a l i d , and Glyptoxysta T h o m s , has been adop ted  by 
the  m ajority  of scientists working later, w ith only one m odification — the  
subgenus Glyptoxysta T h o m s , has been raised to  a genus (W e l d  1952, I o n e s c u  
1969).

H e l l e n  (1958) devoted his study to  th e  genus D ilyta  F ó r s t . In  it  he m oti­
vated  the  necessity of re tu rn ing  to  the  generic nam e D ilyta  F ó r s t . and placing 
under th is nam e these species of the  body structure  such as in Dilyta subclavata 
F o r s t e r , 1869. However, H e l l e n  trea ted  the  genus Dilyta  F ó r s t . in a broad 
sense and in his studies (H e l l e n  1958,1963) he considered species of Dilyta  
F ó r s t . and Glyptoxysta T h o m s , as belonging to  one genus, and the  nam e Glyp­
toxysta T h o m s , was for him  a synonym  of the  nam e Dilyta  F ó r s t . H e l l e n ’s 
point of view (1958,1963) was undoubtedly  influenced by da ta  from th e  litera ­
ture, m ainly the  in terpreta tion  of the  genus Glyptoxysta in W e l d ’s paper (1952). 
Those data , however, are no t explicit. Th o m s o n  (1877), under a description 
of the  subgenus, p u t two species: a  form erly described Glyptoxysta xanthooephala 
(T h o m s .) (Allotria xanthooephala T h o m s o n , 1862) and  G. heterocera T h o m s - 
described sim ultaneously with th e  subgenus. The characteristics of the  body struc­
tu re  considered in the  paper indicate th a t  the  description was m ade only on 
the  basis of the form er species, w ithout a  detailed analysis of the  body structure 
of the  latte r. Yet, it  was the la tte r  species, A . heterocera T h o m s ., th a t  was desi­
gnated by A s h m e a d  (1903) to  be the  type-species of the  genus Glyptoxysta 
T h o m s . Though its body structu re  does no t correspond to  th e  description 
of the  genus, it is a  species belonging to  the  genus Dilyta  F ó r s t . W e l d  (1952), 
characterizing the  genus Glyptoxysta T h o m s , took  into consideration only the  
type-species A. heterocera T h o m s . Therefore it  was possible for him  to  write 
in his paper (W e l d  1952, p. 254) th a t  he had  failed to  notice th e  character 
“tergite I I I  longer th an  terg ite  I I ” , since th a t  species has the  2nd and  3rd 
abdom inal tergites completely fused w ithout any  suture.

R o h w e r  and F a g a n  (1917 ) were th e  scientists who carried ou t th e  second 
designation of th e  type-species Allotria xanthooephala T h o m s o n , 1862  for 
th e  genus Glyptoxysta T h o m s ., which corresponds to  the  description of th e  
genus (3rd tergite of th e  abdom en longer th an  2nd one). This designation, ho­
wever, is no t consistent w ith th e  rules of th e  zoological nom enclature and it

http://rcin.org.pl



3 D ilyta  F o r s t e r  a n d  G lyptoxysta  T h o m s o n 453

should n o t be taken  into consideration w ithout a  decision of the  In ternational 
Commission on Zoological Nom enclature.

In  1975, I  had  an opportunity  to  study  th e  collection of Cynipoidea from 
the M useum of the  Zoological In stitue  of th e  Academy of Science of USSR 
in Leningrad and, in 1977, th e  collection in th e  Zoological Museum of the  H um ­
bold t U niversity  in Berlin. Both in Leningrad and  Berlin I  paid  particu lar 
a tten tio n  to  m aterials of species from  th e  genus Dilyta  F o r s t . sensu H e l l e n  
(1958,1963). I  have also studied in detail specimens of D ilyta xanthocephala 
(T h o m s .) and  D. Subclavata F ó r st . determ ined by Professor W . H e l l e n  which 
I  have borrow ed from the  Zoological M useum of the  U niversity in Helsinki. 
I  have exam ined m aterial of th is group of species found in the  collection of the  
In stitu te  of Zoology of the  Polish Academy of Sciences in W arsaw. As a result 
of these studies I  have concluded th a t  D ilyta  F o r s t e r , 1869 and Glyptoxysta 
T h o m s o n , 1877 are two different genera. Allotria xanthocephala T h o m s o n , 1877 
should be th e  type-species of the  genus Glyptoxysta T h o m s . A. xanthocephala 
T h o m s , corresponds satisfactorily to  the  description of the  genus Glyptoxysta 
T h o m s ., especially if the  structu re  of the  abdom en is taken  into consideration.

I t  m ust be left to  the  In ternational Commision on Zoological Nom enclature 
to decide w hether A. xanthocephala T h o m s , should be the  type-species for 
Glyptoxysta in order to  m ain tain  the  nam e Glyptoxysta T h o m s ., and thereby 
the  designation of A. heterocera T h o m s ., m ade by A s h m e a d  (1903), should be 
invalidated. In  the  case w hen th e  type-species A . heterocera T h o m s , is left, which 
would m ean th a t  the  nam es Dilyta  F ó r st . and Glyptoxysta T h o m s , would have 
to  be sy nony mi zed, there should be found a nam e for a  genus including species 
w ith th e  ty p e  of s truc tu re  such as in G. xanthocephala (T h o m s .).

The differences in tlhe body structure of the  species belonging to  both 
genera m ay generally be as given below.

The genus Dilyta  F o r s t e r ,  1869 

Type-species: D ilyta subclavata F o r s t e r , 1869.

Keels on th e  pronotum  very clearly developed, arched, reaching the  hind 
m argin (Fig. 1 ). Carinae of the  propodeum  arched outside tow ards the  lateral 
edges of th e  propodeum  (Fig. 2 ). 2nd terg ite  of the  abdom en entirely fused w ith 
3rd tergite, the  suture betw een them  invisible, bo th  tergites form one large tergite 
covering all th e  abdomen (especially in specimens th a t  had  been dried) (Fig. 3). 
The radial cell open, 3rd of th e  subcostal vein hard ly  m arked, 2nd abscissa 
of the radial vein not reaching the m argin of th e  wing (Fig. 4). The 
term inal segments of the  an tennal flagellum of the  female considerably th icker 
th an  the  basal segments, segments 4-6 of th e  an tennae considerably shorter
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th a n  the  successive ones (Fig. 5). The an tennae of the  male filiform, 3rd 
segment slightly arched and sinuately curved, segments 4 or 4 and 5 consi­
derably shorter th an  the  successive ones (Fig. 6, 7).

Fig. 1-7. Dilyta subclavata F ó rst . 1 — pronotum, 2 — metanotum and propodeum (carinae 
on propodeum), 3 — abdomen, 4 — fore wing, 5 — antenna of the female, 6 — antenna 

of the male, 7 — basal segments of the antenna of male.

The type-spccimen of B. subclavata F ó r s t . has probably been lost or, a t 
any rate , is has not so far been recovered in the  collections of the  Zoological 
Museum of the  H um boldt U niversity in Berlin where th e  collection of A. F o r ­
s t e r  is k e p t1. There is no doubt, however, which group of species F o r s t e r  
(1869) distinguished in the  genus B ilyta  F ó r s t . This is sufficiently proved by 
two other species distinguished by  F o r s t e r , th e  descriptions of which have 
n o t been published, b u t specimens of them  have been preserved in the  collection.

1 The type-speciinen of D ilyta subclavata F ó rst . is housod in the Vienna museum.
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The figures included in th is paper have been m ade on th e  basis of specimens 
corresponding to  th e  description of the  species. They have been collected in 
Poland: W arszawa-Radość, 24 V I I I 1960, leg. E . K i e r y c h , $  — W ar-
szawa-Bielany, 10 IX  1959, leg. E . K ie r y c h .

The genus Glyptoxysta T h o m s o n , 1877

Type-species: Allotria xanihocephala T h o m s o n ., 1862 (see the introduction). 
Carinae on the  pronotum  poorly developed, alm ost straight, not reaching 

the  h ind m argin of it (Fig. 8 ). Carinae on th e  propodeum  stra ight (Fig. 9), 
2nd terg ite  of the  abdom en clearly m arked, short, 3rd terg ite  long, covering

F i g .  8 - 1 4 .  Glyptoxysta xanlhocephala ( T h o m s .) .  8 — p r o n o t u m ,  9  — m e t a n o t u m  a n d  p r o ­
p o d e u m  ( c a r in a e  o n  p r o p o d e u m ) ,  1 0  — a b d o m e n ,  11 — f o r e  w i n g ,  1 2  — a n t e n n a  o f  t h e  

f e m a l e ,  13  — a n t e n n a  o f  t h e  m a le ,  1 4  — b a s a l  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  a n t e n n a  o f  m a le .
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a considerable p a rt of the  abdom en (Fig. 10). The radial cell open, 3rd 
abscissa of th e  subcostal vein and 2nd abscissa of the radial vein alm ost 
reaching the  anterior m argin of the  wing (Fig. 11). The term inal segments 
of th e  an tennal flagellum in female thicker than  the  basic ones, segments 
4-6 dem onstrate no considerable shortening in relation to the  successive, 
segments (Fig. 12). The antennae of the  male filiform, 3rd segment straight 
w ith no sinuate curving, the  structure  of segments 4 and 5 similar to  th a t  of 
the  successive ones (Fig. 13 and 14).

The figures presented in th is paper have been m ade on the  basis of speci­
m ens of G. xantJiocepJiala (T iio m s .) collected in Poland in Puszcza K am pinoska: 
$ — Eoztoka, 23 IX  1960, leg. E. K ie r y c h , $  — Łom na-Las, 19 V II-3  V III 
1976, leg. E . K ie r y c h .
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STRESZCZENIE

[T ytu ł: Uwagi o rodzajach Dilyta  F o r s t e r , 1869 i Glyptoxysta T h o m s o n , 
1877 (Ilymenoptera, Cynipoidea, AUoxystidae). Część I]

Dilyta  F o r s t e r , 1869 i Glyptoxysta T h o m s o n , 1877 są dwom a odrębnym i 
rodzajam i. O ich odrębności świadczą różnice w budowie ciała gatunków , k tó re  
powinny być zamieszczone wt tych  rodzajach. Opis rodzaju  Glyptoxysta doko­
nany przez T h o m s o n a  (1877) jest dostatecznie jasny. G atunkiem  typowTym  
dla tego rodzaju powinien być Allotria xanthocephala T h o m s o n , 1862, w yzna­
czony przez R o iiw e r a  i F a g a n  (1917). W cześniejsze wyznaczenie ga tu n k u  
typowego Allotria heteroeera T h o m s o n , 1877, dokonane przez A s h m e a d a  
(1903) należałoby uznać za nieważne. A. heteroeera T iio m s . nie odpow iada 
opisowi rodzaju Glyptoxysta T h o m s , i jest gatim keim  należącym  do rodzaju  
Dilyta  F o r s t .

Decyzję uznania za ważne wyznaczenie gatunku  typowego A . xanthocephala 
T h o m s , w  celu u trzym ania nazwy Glyptoxysta T h o m s , i uniew ażnienia w yzna­
czenia gatunku typowego A. heteroeera T iio m s . należy pozostawić M iędzynaro­
dowej Komisji N om enklatury Zoologicznej. W  przypadku utrzym ania  w mocy 
gatunku  typowego A. heteroeera T h o m s ., należy utw orzyć nazwrę dla rodzaju, 
w  k tó rym  znalazłyby się gatunki o typ ie budowy ciała, jaką  m a A . xantho- 
cepliala T h o m s ., a nazwę Glyptoxysta T h o m s . uznać za synonim  nazw y Dilyta  
F o r s t .

PE3FOME

[3arjiaBHe: 3aMenaHHa oTHOCHTeJibHo poaob Dilyta F o r s t e r ,  1869 n  Glyptoxysta T h o m ­

s o n ,  1877 (Hymenoptera, Cynipoidea, AUoxystidae). HacTb I]

Dilyta F o r s t e r ,  1869 u  Glyptoxysta T h o m s o n ,  1877 r b j h i i o t c r  ppyMsi c a M O C T o rte jib -  

HB1MH pO gaM H . CBH^eTeJlbCTByiOT 0 6  3TOM pa3JlHHHa B CTpOeHHH T ejia  BHflOB, KOTOpbie
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Aojdkhbi 6biTb OTHeceHbi k 3THM po,n,aM. OnHcaHHe p o ^ a  Glyptoxysta, npon3BefleH H oe  

Tomcohom (1877), BBjnieTCfl A ocT aT oniio hctkhm. Thiiobbim bhaom 3T o ro  po,n;a AOjrneH 

6 bitb Allotria xanthocephala T h o m so n , 1862, o6o3HaHeHHbin PoB epoM  n  OaraHOM  

(1917). E o jiee  panH ee o6o3H aH eH ne Glyptoxysta heterocera T h o m so n , 1877 b KanecTBe 

THimHHoro BH^a, npoH3BeAeHHoe Aiiimcaom (1903), c jie^ o B a jio  6 bi c w r a T b  hcachctbh- 
TejibHtiM. A. heterocera T h o m s. He cooTBeTCTByeT onHcaHHio p < w  Glyptoxysta T h o m s, 

h  BBjiaeTCB bhaom, npiiHaAJieTKamnM k p oA y Dilyta F ó r s t .

PemeHHe othochtcjib ho Toro CHmaTb jih achctbhtejibHbiM o6o3HaHeHne THnoBoro 
BH^a A. xanthocephala T h o m s, c nejibio coxpaHeHHH Ha3BaHHB Glyptoxysta T h o m s, h o 6 b»- 
BjieHHH HeAeftcTBHTejibHbiM o 6 o3HaneHHe TunoBoro BHAa G. heterocera T h o m s. cjie^yeT 
npeAocTaBHTb Meac/jyHapoAHOH Komhcchh no 30ojioraHecKOH HOMeHKJiaType. Ecjih 
óy^eT coxpaHeH b CHJie xaK thhobbih bha A. heterocera T h o m s., t o  cjieAOBajio 6 bi co3- 
AaTb Ha3BaHne AJia poAa, b kotopom  óbijih 6 bi yMemeHbi bhabi, Tun cTpoeHira Tena 
KOTopbix 6 biJi 6 bi tbkob, Rax y A. xanthocephala T h o m s., a Ha3BaHne Glyptoxysta T h o m s.  

npH3HaTb chhohhmom Ha3BaHHe Dilyta F ó r s t .
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